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County government
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Placer County was created in 1851, just two years after the 
discovery of gold brought thousands of 49ers across the Sierra 
in search of fortune. The county took its name from the Spanish 
word for sand and gravel deposits that contain gold.

Today, Placer County has more than 320,000 residents, and 
a county government with more than 20 departments and ap-
proximately 3,000 employees.

County government touches the lives of residents in many 
ways, whether they live in local cities or unincorporated areas.

Placer County has five incorporated cities- Roseville, Rock-
lin, Lincoln, Auburn and Colfax- and an incorporated town, 
Loomis. Each is responsible for providing municipal services 
that typically include police, fire protection, road construction, 
parks, and land-use planning.

The county provides many of these same municipal services 
for residents who live in unincorporated areas as diverse as 
Granite Bay, the foothills beyond Auburn and the high Sierra 
communities of North Lake Tahoe.

The county also offers many services that cities do not and 
makes them available to everyone in the county, including people 
who live within cities. Many health services fall into that category, 
as do restaurant inspections, aid to needy families, support for vet-
erans, child-support services, child protective services and child-
abuse prevention.

Other departments that offer services countywide include:
•	 The District Attorney;
•	 Assessor;
•	 Auditor-Controller;
•	 Treasurer-tax collector;
•	 Clerk-Recorder-Registrar of Voters; and
•	 Probation Department.

Another example is the Sheriff’s Department, which operates 
a jail in North Auburn that houses suspects arrested by sheriff’s 
deputies and city police officers.

The Placer County Board of Supervisors is the governing 
body responsible for managing county government. It adopts 
the county’s annual budgets, makes important land-use deci-
sions, adopts county ordinances and policies, and provides lead-
ership on regional agencies. 

The board’s meetings are usually held on alternate Tues-
days in Auburn, the county seat. Sessions are held in the 
eastern Sierra at least quarterly. Most board business 
must be conducted in sessions open to the public.
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Historic Courthouse
101 Maple Street
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“The Domes” Administrative Center, 
175 Fulweiler Ave., and nearby offices
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To locate specific county  
offices, match site descriptions 
with corresponding numbers 

indicated on the maps. 
Office sites may change, 

and verification of 
locations should be  

made by phone.
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Placer County Site Locator

q
Need tourism information?

North Lake Tahoe Resort Association:
(530) 583-3494

q
Placer County  Visitors Council: 

(530) 887-2111
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